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Forthcoming Events

WCBA Bridge Tuition

‘Defending the Contract’

by International Player, Ian Thompson

Droitwich Working Men’s Club

Saturday 7th June 2008

9:30am – 5:00pm

£5 to include refreshments & finger buffet
Apply to Cliff Little  01905 748380

OR John Williams  01905 773246

Membership Subscriptions

are now due

£22 for individuals

£27 for clubs

Cheques (to WCBA)

Send to: John Cattanach

28 Droitwich Road

WORCESTER. WR3 7LH

May
Mon 19
AGM.  7:00pm start.  Holt Fleet.

June
Mon 02
Senior Pairs (must be 60). Holt 7:15pm

Sat 07
Bridge Teach-in.  See panel.

July
Sun 06

Stourbridge Congress

Mon 07
Chairman’s Cup for those who are within 5 years of leaving their Beginner’s class.  Holt Fleet.  7:15pm

Contributions please to the WBN

Our thanks are due to this issue’s contributors.  Scratch something on a piece of paper, or type it, or ‘phone it ( 01905 25265), or put it on a disk, or e-mail it to john@jcattanach.freeserve.co.uk (don’t forget the “j” before the “cattanach”) or send it to John Cattanach, 28 Droitwich Road, WORCESTER.  WR3 7LH.

THOSE WERE THE DAYS!
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Wins many County events at Holt but spends the rest of the time playing in Malvern and Worcester.  She is a Liverpudlian.  Who is she?  See inside.



WCBA’s 60th
Monday 21st July at Holt Fleet.  7:00pm start.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
We are grateful to Parkinson Wright, Solicitors 
of Droitwich, Evesham and Worcester 
 01905 726 789 for the production of this Worcestershire Bridge News
County Championship

Pairs

Held at the Stourbridge Institute on Saturday 15 March, it was a close run thing between the top three pairs.  Indeed, the first two pairs tied for first place and had to be disentangled by their results against each other.

Full congratulations to Richard Jephcott and John Sansom for winning and both congratulations and commiserations to Mike Willoughby and Stewart Fishburne and also to Paul Hooker and Mike Theelke who always figure high in this competition.

There were 16 pairs in the Final.  The following were in the top half:

1=
Richard Jephcott & John Sansom
61.90%
1=
Mike Willoughby & Stewart Fishburne 



61.90%
3.
Paul Hooker & Mike Theelke
60.63%
4.
Sue Lane & Paul Hammond
51.11%
5.
Steve Allerston & Nick Forward
50.63%
6.
Georgina Lineker & Ian Lineker
49.05%
7.
Dick Rutter & Mike Vetch
48.73%
8.
Arthur Williams & Joyce Skelton
48.57% 


Happy Hundredth

Birthday, George
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George Bowkett was 100 in March.  George was a stalwart of the Tenbury Bridge Club.  In the good old days, George and his wife, Molly, and several others from Tenbury Wells used to hire a people carrier every Monday and come down to play at Holt Fleet.

Our best wishes to you, George.

Difficult Discard! 


BY JOHN TURNER

In Victor Mollo’s anthropomorphic bridge tales – still a good read - the Hideous Hog often told the Rueful Rabbit that being dummy was the best part of his – the Rabbit’s - game, while the Rabbit confessed that he always found discarding difficult.  I had never thought that those two statements could combine and that dummy would find it difficult to discard – until the following hand cropped up in the County Pairs final.


 53

 AKQ107

 A10

 Q1086

 A1094
 K8

 65
 J82

 Q98
 532

 J942
 AK753

 QJ762

 943

 KJ764

 nil

N-S managed to levitate themselves to 3NT played by North, though Deep Finesse says that 4 can be made, and even after a small club lead from East declarer only has 8 tricks.  North did what most of us would do and cashed his five heart tricks, reducing the hand to this


 53

 


 A10

 1086

 A109
 K8

 
 


 Q98
 53

 94
 AK7

 QJ7

 


 KJ76

 

The Grandmaster sitting North now played A and 10 and thought long before finessing the J – it is his only chance of 9 tricks.  But when West returns a club and East cashes the A-K, dummy has to find two discards.  One is the 7 but the other?

If it is the K West retains the 8 and A-10, and if dummy parts with a spade then West will have three spade tricks.  Dummy was not the Rueful Rabbit but he was well and truly squeezed.

When the A hit the table declarer said “Oh no!” turned to me and said, “I bet you’ll write this one up”.  So, Grahame, I have.

Phillipps Final

Congratulations to Mike and Ross.  Mike will soon be leaving us after more than 30 years to live in Devon with his wife.  Best wishes and ‘hist ye back’.

Here the top half of the fourteen finalists:

1.
Mike Orriel & Ross Garratt
61.86%

2=
Steve Allerston & Nick Forward
58.33%

2=
John Cattanach & Suzanne Griffin
58.33%

4.
Jean & Jessie Newton
57.05%

5.
Richard Jephcott & John Sansom
54.81%
6.
Nigel Walters & Lyn Jackson
50.64%

7.
Sue Evans & Dennis Loynes
50.32%


Who Is The Lady?
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She was a Primary School teacher whilst in Liverpool.  She learned bridge at Night School in Malvern.  Her teacher was Maureen Vanner, a former Chairman of the WCBA.  A colleague at the Night School was Irene Culchetch, who she still partners after 30 years.

Her more recent successes are when she won both the Green Pointed Pairs AND Teams partnering Sue Lane.  Her international success was that she that she won the Swiss Pairs at Lanzarote with Paul Tapster.

I expect that you have recognised Marian Wilcox as the slinky-eyed babe in the front cover.



Garden Cities Qualifier

(The Ron Allen Cup)

This team-of-eight event was held in a well-lit and comfortable venue, the Astley and Dunley Village Hall.  The catering also was also complimented.

There were nine teams (Stourbridge entered two teams).  Each player had to be an EBU member and a member of the club s/he was representing.

The competition started at 2:00p.m., but David Thomas canvasses the assembly whether they would prefer an earlier start at 11:00a.m.  There appeared to a slight favour for an earlier kick-off.

Paul Hammond directed the competition
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Wendy, Liliane, Carol T, Myra, Brian T, Anne, Brian V, Carol V

The top three clubs:

1.
Bewdley BC (Carol & Brian Varley; Brian Tonks, Carol Timmis, Myra Hunter, Anne Freeston, Liliane Wright, Wendy Packwood)
101VPs

2.
Stourbridge BC Tigers (David Horton, Angela Cowdry, Margaret Hanson, Ian Lewis, Peter Edwards, Fred Parkin, Suzanne Griffin, 


John Cattanach
99VPs

3.
Worcester BC (Dennis Loynes, Pam Pearce, Sue Lane, Ray Foulds, Dick and Jane Rutter, Andy Cullen, Rufus Ulyett.
95VPs

4.
Evesham BC (David Sheerin, Colin Payne, Veronica Enticknap, Ronnie Moore, Mark Stretch, Doug Stainton, Ross Whyard, Stan Grove
94VPs


Bridge at Bromsgrove


BY EUGENE ELIJAH

A wild hand!  New packs of cards were replacing worn ones and I suspect someone did not use the right method recommended to shuffle packs.

(1) Dealer: North
N/S Vul.


 K764


 AKJ


 AKQJ
W
N
E
S


 Q10

2
3
End


 AQJ93
 nil


 643
 95


 1075
 862

Lead: 10


 86
 AKJ97543



 10852


 Q10872


 943


 2

How often have you longed for a hand with 23HCP and then looked forward to bidding and making game or even a slam?

North had one such hand dealt recently and he duly opened 2, only to be stopped in his tracks by East budding 3.  He and his partner were so astounded that neither ventured any further!!  Not even a double . . . .

East quite smugly felt lucky that he only went one off in this contract, AND he was not able to make any spade tricks either!

(2) Dealer: South
N/S Vul.


 3


 AQ853


 Q10932
W
N
E
S


 A6



1

 AKJ42
 Q109875
1
2
4
P


 KJ7
 2
P
4NT
P
5

 8
 64
P
6
End


 Q982
 J743


 6


 10964


Lead: 8


 AKJ75


 K105

It is very rare that one is dealt hands at Bridge where the Distribution is such that one must be bold or foolhardy and take a chance and bid a Small or Grand Slam.  This is exactly what took place at the table where this hand was played.

ANALYSE:  Lead possibly from a singleton hoping to reduce the possibility of setting up crossruffs.

BIDDING:  West must hold the majority of the points along with five spades at least, so he would be holding a four/three split in hearts and clubs.

COUNT:  Eight tricks (one heart, five diamonds and two clubs so all the hearts have to be made to achieve the Small Slam.

DANGERS:  Both heart honours have to be in West’s hand for the Small Slam to be gained.

EVALUATE PLAY:  Important play is to be able to finesse at least twice for the heart honours through West’s hand.

1)
Take lead in dummy by playing high.

2)
Next clear diamonds ending in hand.

3)
Lead 9 and only cover in dummy if West covers.

4)
Back to hand with K.  Then lead 10, win in dummy only if card is covered.

5)
Discard losing spade on last master heart.

6)  Eureka!  Thirteen tricks with only 21 points.

Achievable with hindsight and 20/20 vision.  South blocked entry into dummy by not timing switch properly at the table.

How cruel can bridge be . . . . ?

(3) Hand played at Burcot Village Hall on Friday 4th April 2008.

Dealer: East
E/W Vul.


 102


 K974


 K9
W
N
E
S


 AJ1082


P
P


 AQ43
 K98
1
P
1NT
P


 AJ83
 Q1062
3NT
End


 AQ42
 1076


 7
 KQ4


 J765


Lead: 3


 3


 J853


 9653

ANALYSE:  Total 27HCP, so game should definitely be possible.  Better played in 4 but that avenue was not explored.  (There is a recommendation that with 4-4-4-1 hands you open the suit below the red singleton and the middle of three touching suits with a black singleton.  Here West will open 1, which opens the route to 4. – ed.)

BIDDING:  West’s bid of 1 shows 4/5 spades and the jump to 3NT indicates 16/18HCPs, so South’s options are basically a club or diamond lead.

COUNT:  West can see three spades, 3 hearts, one diamond and one club (by force) so needs to earn a second diamond trick

DANGERS:  Club suit is the main weakness.

EVALUATE PLAY.  Rule of Eleven shows eight cards higher than 3 in remaining three hands and six of these are in dummy/declarer’s hands so play low from dummy and cover only the card that will enable you to make the trick.  

If North plays 9 your problems are over.  If he plays K you stand a chance of making overtricks.

(Our thanks to Eugene for bringing these hands to our notice.  Do other clubs occasionally deal interesting or funny hands?  Please pipe them through to me so we can all be intrigued or entertained by them – John Cattanach.)



History of Bridge

The Duke of Windsor confirmed the popularity of bridge in the royal household when he recalled the time he and his brother (Bertie) enjoyed at Sandringham as youngsters, after Edward VII had become King:  “The huge hall, known to the family as the Saloon . . . would then be filled with handsome people and humming with conversation.  In the adjoining drawing-room others would be playing bridge . . . Gottlieb’s famous German orchestra from London . . . would run through a light repertoire of selections from Strauss operettas to soothe the tired sportsman or dispel the shock of a bad bridge hand.”

One evening at Balmoral, the first Earl of Balfour was partnering the bad-tempered King Edward VII and knew he was in for a severe ticking off when he made an ill-judged declaration.

Trying to minimise the anticipated aggravation, the Earl said: “Sir, there remains but one thing to be done.  Please send me to bed.”  The other players knew how he felt.

Giles St Aubyn tells an anecdote about Edward VII’s passion for bridge.  “After he became King he would often play Bridge in the Royal Train, but whenever it slowed down to pass through a station the cards would be put away for fear of offending his pious subjects waiting on the platform.  He would graciously wave from the window of his carriage as if he had been reading the Methodist Weekly.”


The Killing Lead

Dealer: South
Neither Vulnerable


 Q10


 432


 10976
W
N
E
S


 AKJ10



1

 98653
 KJ7
P
2
P
3

 109
 KQJ
P
3
P
4

 K432
 QJ85
End


 54
 932
Lead: 10


 A42


 A8765


 A


 Q876

After a duplicate event, the talk in the club lounge turned to this deal.  Every N-S pair had reached 4.
“When I was South, the opening lead was a spade,” Cy the Cynic offered.  “! won, returned a spade,” and later ruffed a spade in dummy to take ten tricks.”

“Good for you,” Unlucky Louie grumbled.  “Against me they found the killing lead: a trump.  I took the A and led a spade, but the man won and cashed the K-Q.  I lost another spade and went down.”

“You think a trump lead was the killer?” I asked.  Louie eyed me warily.

“At the table I watched,” I said, “South took the second trump and cashed the A.  He got to dummy three times with clubs to ruff diamonds, then led a fourth club.  East refused to ruff; but South next led dummy’s last trump, and East had to lead from the K.”

“Tough game, bridge.  With a spade lead South takes ten tricks; the ‘killing’ trump lead gives him a chance for eleven.

from Frank Stewart’s Bridge Club
Master Point Press
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YARBOROUGH Of course you can bid a Grand Slam holding just a “Yarborough”


BY PETER EDWARDS

Lord Yarborough prowled the gaming houses of London in the mid 19th century, taking side bets on card games. The bet most associated with his name, involved him offering odds of £1000 to1, against a 13-card hand having, within it, no cards of higher denomination than a nine. The true odds are 1827 to 1, so the wily old rascal knew what he was doing, and was on to a good thing, as they say.

This South hand is not strictly a Yarborough because it does hold a 10, but that is irrelevant to the outcome of the story of this hand, and I am the writer, and so I am going to use a little poetic licence, and count it as such. So there!

Stourbridge Institute

Board 16 Dealer West,   E/W vuln. I was sitting South, and my Partner was Fred Parkin          

 nil


 AKQJ

 K1076532
W
N
E
S


 84
1
31
3
P


 QJ5
 AK109763 
4NT2
53
64
75

 2
 9765
P
P
76
End


 AQJ
 nil


 AKJ1095
 Q2



 842

 10843

 984

 763
The Bidding - An auction not for the timid

1. Pre-emptive

2. Asking for Aces

3. Intended to be lead directing, but I read it for being pretty much as the actual distribution, and clearly North had a decent hand for his free bid at the 5 level.

4. East obviously suspected that she was being hornswoggled, not without some justification, and she was having none of it.

5. The vulnerability was right and Partner had told me that he was huge in the “Reds” so I decided to risk a “Grand Slam sacrifice” choosing ♥s, because a 4 /4 fit as trumps often plays better than the alternative long suit, as discards may be possible on that long suit. Wrong choice this time! 

6. The choice was either double for penalty or bid on, and East opted for the bid. 

The Lead

I chose a  lead as Partner had told me that he was very long in s, and so if indeed Partner did hold an Ace, then s seemed to have the better chance of holding.  One down!

The Sacrifices

At this vulnerability North must aim to make 7 tricks or more in a doubled contract, to make a “save” against the unstoppable 6. The task in s is certainly a can-do with 8 or even 9 tricks attainable, but in s because of the adverse 4 /1 break in trumps, it is best described as a challenge, and probably needs more than a little help from the Defence.  

A “First” for me to bid a G.S. sacrifice and as it was a “Yarborough” that made it even more fun. A story to tell one’s grandchildren, but I am a little puzzled, that mine are showing not so subtle signs of boredom, as I regale them once again, with this tale of my omniscience.



WCBA Closed Teams

The WCBA Closed Teams has been won by Joyce Skelton, Stewart Fishburne, Arthur Williams, Paul Hooker & Mike Theelke. 
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Stewart, Joyce, Arthur, Mike

They will represent the County in the National County Teams event called the Pachabo.



Veteran Pairs

1 
John Turner & Jessie Newton
58.81 

2 
Heather Westcott & Jennifer Romer
56.31 

3 
Monica Parker & Ian Argyle
55.95 



25 Years Ago?

[image: image7.jpg]Bridge players at congress
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

18th. Worcestershire C.B.A. Charity Rubber Bridge K.O. Competition

Winners Rostrum (2007 - 2008)
Winners of the Pease Trophy
John and James Dow

(Redditch)
Finalists
Carol Timmis and Anthony Watt

(Kinver & Stourport)

Semi-Finalists
Sue Wilson and Pam Crisp (Worcester & Malvern)

Maureen Hannah and Jimmy Ledger (Worcester & Redditch)

Quarter-Finalists

Brian Nightingale and David Banks (Stourbridge)

Keith Collins and Mike Powers (Bromsgrove)

Trish Mann and Sally Kelly (Worcester)

John and Ruth Simpson (Pershore)

Fourth Round

Ronald and Irene Hoult (Redditch)

Tom and Elizabeth Dow (Redditch)

Aubrey and Jennifer Grey (Worcester)

Dave Hope and Ada Phillips (Worcester)

Helen Allen and George Campbell (Worcester)

Martyn Hills and Glen Thorney (Worcester & Bromsgrove)

Wendy Packwood and Claude Noble (Clent & Belbroughton)

Felicity Somervell and Jane Somervell (Edgbaston & Acocks Green

Past Winners

Bob Whittington and Chris Orme (Kidderminster & Clows Top) 2006-2007

Antony Watt and Carol Timmis (Stourport & Kinver) 2005-2006

Claude Noble and Wendy Packwood (Belbroughton & Clent) 2004-2005

Bob Whittington and Chris Orme (Kidderminster & Clows Top) 2003-2004

David Grant and Jean Newton (Worcester) 2002-2003

David Grant and Jean Newton (Worcester) 2001-2002

Keith Collins & Monica Osborne (Bromsgrove) 2000-2001

Denis & Mary Anne Reay (Malvern) 1999-2000

Glen Thorney and Paul Hooker (Bromsgrove) 1998-1999

Alan Jenkins and Ron Jones (Brierley Hill & Bilston) 1997-1998

Jessie Newton & John Turner (Worcester) 1996-1997

Keith Collins and Joy Burn (Bromsgrove) 1995-1996

Arthur and Marjorie Hillman (Droitwich) 1994-1995

Jean Newton & David Grant (Worcester) 1993-1994

Sponsored by The Limited Edition

WCBA Leagues 2007-08 as at 28 February 08


Open Division One
Pld
VPs

1
Bridge at the Ridge
6
65

2
Striped Tailed Apes
6
64

3
Noble Rot
6
63

4
Banal Bridge
6
63

5
Controlled Psychics
6
62

6
Unassuming Cucumbers
6
53

7
Great Expectations
6
50


Open Division Two
Pld
VPs

1
Six of the Best
6
74

2
Split Menaces
6
74

3
Acolics 
6
73

4
Recycled Teenagers
6
53

5
Magpies
5
43

6
Double Faults
5
40


Open Division Three
Pld
VPs

1=
Dingle Duos
5
68

1=
Beech Babes
6
68

3
Disciples of Yigra 
6
65

4
Old Peculiars
6
51

5
The Weak Twos 
5
47

6
Arrow
3
32

7
The Tennis Aces
5
29


Open Division Four
Pld
VPs

1
Worcester Sauce
3
46

2
 Bromsgrove
3
38

3
The Wantons
3
33

4
Double Trouble
4
31

5
Alan's Aces
4
24


Open Division Five
Pld
VPs

1
Alice Springs
5
76

2
Play for Cunard
5
62

3
Hugo O'Barry
4
54

4
Evesham Aces
5
35

5
The Forehands
5
35

6
Fab Five
4
18


NoFear Division One
Pld
VPs

1
Vale Force
6
87

2
Picasso 
6
82

3
4 Bees
6
57

4
Treble Trouble
6
51

5
Stourport Slammers
6
50

6
Hanbury Chicks
6
50

7
Blackwell Ladies GC
6
43


NoFear Division Two
Pld
VPs

1
The Dream Team
5
97

2
Fair Deal
5
63

3
Wordsley Whatnots
5
59

4
The Hideaways
5
51

5
The Ever Hopefuls
5
41

6
New Broomes
6
25

7
The Teepegs
5
24


NoFear Division Three
Pld
VPs

1
The Hoarse Whisperers
5
70

2
The Ruff Diamonds
4
56

3
Bostin Belles
4
55

4
Dutch Courage
5
51

5
The Russty Bells
5
40

6
The Wildcards
5
8


Beginners League
Pld
VPs

1
Alternative Apprentices
6
62

2
Philibusters
5
51

3
The Achedocs
5
45

4
Bills Bells
5
42

Clubs

Bewdley BC

Bewdley Bridge Club's annual competition for The Walton Cup was contested this year on 5th & 12th March (combined scores) and the first 3 places were taken by:

1.
Liliane Wright & Nigel Oldnall
58.66%
2.
Monica Parker & Liz Potter
55.27%
3.
Chris Orme & Stuart Norgrove
55.20%

Bewdley Bridge Club awards the Club Shield each year to the partnership with the highest average score, based on their 25 best scores, over the 12 months ending 31st March.  The winners this year, with an average score of 56.58%, were Carol & Andrew Gilmour, who just pipped Liliane Wright & Nigel Oldnall (who had 56.20%).

Droitwich Spa BC

Swiss Teams Trophy

1.
Peter Edwards, Glynis Coy, Helen Campbell,


John Meiklejohn


2.
Alan Reid, Birna Rayer, Suzanne Griffin, 


John Cattanach


Stourport BC

Bob Whittington.

Bob Whittington, who recently died after a courageous battle with throat cancer that he fought with enormous good humour, was a stalwart of Stourport Bridge Club, of which he was a most conscientious treasurer for many years.  This task he carried out with a lightness of touch and no little success in building up the club’s funds.

Stourport Bridge Club was started by John King in the early eighties.  The club moved to Wharton Park Golf Club and an advertisement for new members in the local paper resulted in several turning up at the Golf Club. 

Amongst them were Bob with Christine Orme.  Players were paired off and Bob and Chris were two of such pairs.  From then on they formed an enduring partnership, winning the club ladder most years and representing the club in many inter-club competitions.

After retiring from his bank manager’s job Bob became Treasurer of the Friends of Kidderminster Hospital and inevitably became Treasurer of Dr. Taylor’s campaign that eventually led to the doctor’s spectacular General Election victory.

Bob was a fine golfer, representing the county and his jolly personality ensured he had a very wide circle of friends.  He will be much missed.  

In acknowledgement of the debt the club owed to him a gift has been made to the Friends and a cup appropriately for the winners of the ladder has been kindly donated by some members.



WICKO (Worcestershire Inter-Club Knock Out)

A Close Run Thing

Stourbridge “C” beat Evesham after extra time to win the 2007-2008 WICKO.

The first 24 boards were tied at 38 all.  Stourbridge then won the last four boards 17-nil.

The winning team were Angela Cowdry and Linda Wright with Barry Brice and David Horton.

The valiant finalists from Evesham were Veronica Enticknap and Ronnie Moore with Chris Enticknap and Barry Sayers.

Why don’t you form a team-of-four with up to five of other members of your club (total of six though only four can play in any one match) and enter the WICKO next season.

The criteria is that you are a member of the club that you are representing and that your EBU ranking, if you have one, is below that of Regional Master.  Please check with your Club Secretary before applying.  The one-time entry fee is only £6.00 per team.

Contact Susan Sharp  01299 271099 or susan@eaglelane.co.uk


Visit the Worcestershire Contract Bridge Association’s Web Site on www.wcba.freeserve.co.uk
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