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Editorial 
This is a sad issue.  As many of you are probably 

aware,  the  previous  editor,  John Cattanach died 
recently.  The county is indebted to John for his 
many years of service to bridge across the county.  

The committee have appointed me, Mark 
Stretch, to attempt to fill John’s shoes and 
write the newsletter.  As was pointed out at 
John’s funeral this is going to be a difficult 
task to achieve, but I’ll see what I can do. 

One question that has arisen recently is 
how to circulate this newsletter.  Do people 
prefer  posting  copies  to  clubs,  should 
individuals be send copies or would people 
prefer an email to let them know that it is available 
for download from the internet?  Please let me have 
your thoughts.  For anyone who would like issues 
delivered straight to their inbox, send a blank email 
to wcba-newsletter-subscribe@yahoogroups.com   

Please note that the county website has changed.  
Visit  www.worcestershirebridge.co.uk  for  all  the 
latest news. 

If you have any articles or news for the newsletter 
then please can you send them to me. The alternative 
to this is that you have to put up with my ramblings 
for the entire issue.  I’m sure you’ll agree that it is 
better therefore for you all to send me lots of copy 
for the newsletter.  My contact details are below. 

Our thanks are due to this issue’s contributors. 
All contributions are welcome for future issues: 

�  01386 931 435 
�  wcbanews@btinternet.com 

�  41 Burma Close, Evesham, WR11 1GZ. 

� ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  

Forthcoming Events 
August 
Mon 4th   Summer Swiss Teams  Holt 
September 
Mon 8th  Swiss Pairs   Holt 
Mon 15th  EBU Simultaneous Pairs  Holt 
Mon 22nd  Club Multiple Teams Holt 

John Cattanach 
1939 - 2008 

By Joyce Skelton 
It is with deep sadness that we have learned of the 

sudden death of John Cattanach. 

John Cattanach worked consistently harder 
than  any  other  member  of  the 
Worcestershire  CBA  committee  since 
joining it some 20 or so years ago and he 
was involved in getting people interested in 
bridge for the whole of that time.  He had a 
spell  introducing  bridge  into  the  local 
schools  using  MiniBridge  and  was  an 
enthusiastic Regional Officer for the EBU. 
Latterly  he  used  Bridge  For  All  and 

MiniBridge to teach adults - and very successfully 
too  -  his  students  have  done  well  in  national 
beginners events.  He was at the forefront of bridge 
teaching in Worcestershire and campaigned actively 
for the promotion of the game both in the county and 
further afield.  Many players have John to thank for 
introducing them to our wonderful game; thereby 
enriching their lives. 

When he joined the WCBA committee he proposed 
a rubber bridge competition, to be organised for 
charity and aimed at duplicate and non-duplicate 
players alike.  With the help of sponsorship this 
regularly rose over £1,000 for charity, and did the 
entire organisation himself. John was for many years 
the  County’s  membership  secretary,  and  was 
efficient in this as in all that he did.  Many years ago 
he also took over the county’s newsletter, expanded 
it - often writing large parts of it - and increased its 
frequency.  Printing the newsletter often involved 
driving miles, so he could call in a favour - its 
organisation  and  distribution  was  a  considerable 
task! 

Throughout the years John was a positive force on 
the committee, ensuring that things were dealt with 
and standards were maintained.  His leadership was 

recognised  when  he  was  asked  to  be  our 
Chairman on several occasions.  

In every sense John was a larger than life 
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character: well over six feet tall and with a voice - 
and his Scots burr - to match.  Known to many 
bridge players, he was charming and responsive to 
them all.  Partnering him was a joy - he would 
always tend to look for his own possible errors first. 

He will be very sorely missed and our heart felt and 
deepest sympathies go out to his wife Rosemary and 
their family. 

� ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �   

Promotions 
Congratulations to the following on their recent 

master point promotions: 

Life Master: Mr M J Downing 
Premier National Master: Mr M A Stretch 
**** Master : Mr R J Gwyer 
*** Master : Mr C J Mallinson 
* Master: Mrs D A Griffiths, Mrs R J Fussell, Mr 

T A Parker 
Club  Master:  Mrs  L A  Kennedy,  Mrs  A M 

O’Reilly 
Local  Master:  Mrs  A  V  Bussey,  Mrs  D 

Whitehead, Mrs M S Turner 
� ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �   

Inter County League 
As some of you may be aware Worcestershire enter 

three teams in the 9 strong midlands inter-county 
leagues.  The 2007/8 season has just finished, with 
mixed results.  The first team in the Dawes league 
came 7th  with  69 VPs.   In  the second division 
(Porter), Worcestershire again came 7th, with 52 VPs.   

The third team in the Markham league won the title 
for the second time in recent years with 113 VPs.  
Well done to all those who played (appearances in 
brackets):  David Sheerin (6), John Cattanach (5), 
Mark  Stretch  (5),  Suzanne Griffin  (4),  Maureen 
Hannah (4), Nigel Laville (3), Paul Hammond (3), 
Jimmy Ledger (3), Ross Garratt (3), Ken Carpenter 
(2),  Susan  Sharp  (2),  David  Banks  (2),  Brian 
Nightingale (2), Sue Lane (2), Marian Wilcox (2), 
John Turner (2), Dick Rutter (2), Jane Rutter (2), 
Brett Welch (2), Mike Orriel (2), Steve Allerston (1), 
Sue Page (1), Joyce Skelton (1), Clive Finney (1), 
Grahame Weir (1), Brian Tonks (1). 

This  success  meant  that  the  third  team  were 
eligible to take on the best from the other regions of 
England in Solihull in the middle of July.  Our team 

of David Sheerin, Mark Stretch, Maureen Hannah, 
Jimmy Ledger,  Paul  Hammond,  Ken  Carpenter, 
Suzanne Griffin and Alan Reid had a mixed time of 
things, losing 0-20 to Berkshire, 9-11 to winners 
Hertfordshire, 7-13 against Yorkshire, but winning 
19-1 vs. Wiltshire. 35VPs put us third overall. 

This hand against Wiltshire helped us to the 19-1 
win: 

 �  Q, 9, 3 Dealer North 
 �  J, 7 EW vulnerable 

�  J, 7 
�  Q, 9, 8, 4, 3, 2 

�  8, 5 �  K, 7, 4 
�  K, Q, 10, 4, 3, 2 �  9, 8, 6, 5 
�  K, 9, 2 �  10 5 
�  J, 7 �  A, K, T, 5 

�  A, J, 10, 6, 2 
�  A 

�  A, Q, 8, 6, 4, 3 
�  6 

When Jimmy and Maureen were east-west, north 
south made 3� .  Things were more exciting when 
Worcestershire were north south: 

North (Paul) East South (Ken) West 
 pass pass 1�  1�  
 pass 3�  3�  4�  
 pass pass 4�  double 
 pass pass pass 

North (Dave) East South (Mark) West 
 3�  pass 3�  pass 
 4�  pass 4�  all pass 

Against four spades both at both tables there was 
an initial heart lead.  Declarer has to immediately 
switch to ace and another diamond to establish the 
suit to avoid getting forced.  The two Worcestershire 
declarers found this and came to ten tricks. 

What happens if declarer does anything else was 
proved at the fourth table.  Like everyone else Alan 
and Suzanne found a heart lead against, but here 
declarer played a club at trick two.  A second heart 
from the defence forced a rough from declarer, and 
by forcing declarer to ruff at every opportunity, he 
ran out of trumps and went off… 

� ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �   
The Chairman’s Cup on 7 July 2008 was won by 

Richard Davey and Sandra Bristoll from Bruce & 
Rosemany Carter. 
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How would you bid this 
hand? 

On 26 June at Evesham, you pick up the following 
shapely hand: � �A �  Q, J, 9, 7, 6, 4, 3 �  void �  Q, J, 
7, 6, 2.  You are vulnerable against not, and as dealer 
partner opens one heart, followed by a 2�  overcall on 
your right.  Your first thought is that partner has 
psyched, since you don’t really expect to have seven 
card support.  However partner is Wilf Atkinson who 
hasn’t psyched this millennium, so you take this at 
face value, and have to decide upon the best way of 
showing seven card support.  Not one you tend to 
find in the text books! 

Personally I chose 3�  in  order  to apply some 
science and find out the level we needed to play at.  
After cue bidding, this eventually propelled us to 6�  
but  unfortunately  gave  the  opponents  enough 
information to find the sacrifice of 7� x for 1100.  
Well done Barbara Nicholson & Sarah Mcaleney, the 
only pair to find the sacrifice. 

At the neighbouring table, Stan Grove took an 
alternative approach and decided on STOP 6�  which 
brought in 1430.   

Elsewhere, some pairs wheeled out blackwood. 
The problem is that when partner shows one ace you 
don’t know how useful it will be.  The full hand: 

�  K, 10 
�  A, K, 10, 8, 5, 2 

�  9, 8, 6 
�  K, 5 

�  Q, 8, 7, 6, 5, 3 �  J, 9, 4, 2 
�  void �  void 
�  K, 7, 4, 2 �  A, Q, 10, 7, 5, 3 
�  A, 10, 4 �  9, 8, 3 

�  A 
�  Q, J, 9, 7, 6, 4, 3 

�  void 
�  Q, J, 7, 6, 2 

One where punting the final contract works better 
than science it would seem… 

� ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �   
Bewdley Bridge Club represented Worcestershire 

in the regional heat of the Garden Cities.  Playing at 
Bristol against some of the best teams in the South 
West,  the  team  of  A  Gilmour,  C  Gilmour,  A 
Freeston, M Hunter, B Tonks, L Wright, C Timmis 
& W Packwood came 8th. 

Laws of Duplicate 
Bridge 2007 

Every ten years, or so, the World Bridge Federation 
redrafts the laws of the game.  They don’t do it just 
to keep players and tournament directors on their 
toes.  There have been many developments in the 
game over the past ten years and there are no signs 
that  these changes  have stopped.   So the WBF 
Drafting Committee has to ensure the laws keep up 
with  the  changes.   The  new  laws  give  TDs 
considerably more discretionary powers.  There are 
fewer automatic penalties which have been replaced 
by the concept of rectification of situations that have 
unfortunately arisen.  The laws also give more power 
to the Regulating Authorities to control regulations.  
In England the Regulating Authority is the EBU and 
the EBU has made certain decisions where the laws 
give a choice or where a decision has to be made. 

Most players will not notice much change!  We do 
notice, however, that the word Contract has been 
dropped from the title.   A large number of  the 
proprieties have been moved to the section of law 
they more appropriately deal with.  There should be 
less cross-referencing to laws in different parts of the 
book.  Many laws have been tidied up to prevent 
possible  misinterpretations  (and  interesting  TD 
questions!) 

There are some Regulating Authority (RA) options 
– which basically means there is a choice that the 
EBU has to make when interpreting the new laws.  
These will be listed separately on the EBU website 
but you should not be alarmed – they nearly all 
confirm common practice. 

There are no changes to the scoring table. 

Here is a list of changes that may affect players. 

�� 7C – you should shuffle your cards after the hand 
before returning them to the board. 

�� 16B3  –  You  are  still  required  to  agree  a 
hesitation, for example, when it happens and the 
TD  should  be  summoned  if  there  is  any 
disagreement.  The new laws state that the best 
time to claim actual damage is at the end of the 
hand (e.g. rather than on sight of dummy). 

�� 20F3 – You are now allowed to ask about the 
meaning of an individual call in the opponents’ 
auction.  But it shouldn’t be done in such a way 
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as to suggest a call or play to partner such as does 
that 2H bid show hearts? – perhaps indicating 
that the questioner holds hearts. 

�� 20G1 – Sometimes players ask questions because 
they do not think their partner has understood.  It 
is illegal to do so. 

�� 40B2(b),  41B/C  –  There  is  a  short  period 
between the final pass and the first card being 
faced, when questions are asked.  This is now 
called the Clarification Period.  Members of the 
declaring side may consult  their  own system 
cards during this time to make sure nothing has 
been misexplained, for example. 

�� 41D – When you put the dummy down you must 
display it with the lowest ranking cards nearer 
declarer. 

�� 61B2b – Dummy cannot ask a defender whether 
he has revoked (In 1997 it was in 42B1 and still 
is but is repeated here).  However he can still ask 
declarer. 

�� 61B3 – Defenders are allowed to ask one another 
whether they have revoked.  This returns to a 
situation outlawed in 1987. 

�� 65B3 – players are now allowed to point out that 
a quitted trick card is pointing the wrong way.  
Declarer  can  do  it  at  any time;  dummy or 
defenders can do it only until the lead is made to 
the following trick. 

�� 72 – It’s now official - the chief object while 
playing is to obtain a higher score than other 
contestants! 
� ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �   

WCBA’s Senior Pairs 
The  Seniors  Pairs  has  been  retained  by John 

Sansom & Richard Jephcott. The top 6 were: 
1  John Sansom & Richard Jephcott  58.89% 
2 = Lyn Jackson & Nigel Walters 57.04% 
2 = Ian Argyle & Monica Parker 57.04% 
4 Ross Garratt & Mike Orriel 55.93% 
5 = Ursula Bryant & Ruth Simpson 55.19% 
5 = Sue Evans & Dennis Loynes 55.19% 

� ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �   

Malvern Congress 
Our very own congress which is very local at 

Bransford on 25 and 26 October. Green pointed 
event – Swiss pairs on Saturday and Swiss teams on 
Sunday. Entries to Susan Sharp. Full congress £40, 
pairs £21 and teams £20. 

The event has been full in the past few years, so 
book early to guarantee your entry. 

WHAT TO BID WITH A 
10 CARD SUIT 

by Jimmy Ledger 
I picked up the following hand up at the Spring 

Swiss Teams Congress in Bournemouth 

�  void �  A, K, Q, J, 10, 9, 8, 7, 4, 2 �  A �  J, 2 
 

I was pondering on how to bid this when lo and 
behold partner opens with 1 Spade.  Now how do I 
bid this so as to find out about partners clubs?  I 
decided against 3 hearts as this takes up too much 
room and bid 2 hearts. 

Partner replies 2 Spades so I cue bid 4 Diamonds.  
Partner got excited at this and bid 4NT – I replied  5 
Hearts so she bid 6 Spades.  This had not gone how I 
wanted  so  I  bid  7 hearts  –  left  hand opponent 
doubled for a spade lead.  Dummy went down  

�   K, Q, 10, 5, 4, 3 Void 
�   Void A, K, Q, J, 10, 9, 8, 7, 4, 2  
�   10, 3 A 
�  A, 10, 9, 7, 3 J, 2 
 

My heart raced when I saw dummy – great I shall 
set the spade up BUT guess what – opener lead a 
heart.  UGG I ran off all of the hearts but they kept 
the right cards – 1 off.  Funny things happened at 
other tables.  

After 2S (weak) – 6 Hearts opener bid 7 Hearts.  
The 2 grand masters defending got their signals 
mixed up and let it through.  

At least 2 tables had flat boards – all pairs played 
in 4 Hearts after a weak 2 opener.  

And then  1S 4NT  (RKCB)
 5S 6H 
 6S  

Guess what partner passed for 4 off! 

Quite a lot of people where in 6 Hearts – partner 
did point out that if  I was unsure after her 6 spade 
bid then I should bid 6NT (yes with a flat 10 card 
suit).  How would you bid it if partner opens 1 spade 
or 2 spades?  

� ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �   
In the Gloucester Swiss Pairs, Pam Pearce and 

Lesley Harrison finished 4th= 
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Oxfordshire Congress 
At the end of June, a few Worcestershire players 

made the journey down to the Oxfordshire Congress.  
This  was  held  in  a  village hall  just  outside of 
Abingdon, and as always was efficiently run.  The 
Worcestershire  players  that  were  there  failed  to 
trouble the scorers on the Saturday.  This was typical 
of the sort of missed opportunities: 

�  Q 
�  K, 3 

�  K, J, 9, 8, 2 
�  A, Q, J, 7, 3 

Stretch Sheerin 
�  J, 10, 9 �  8, 5, 4 
�  Q, 7, 6 �  10, 8, 5, 2 
�  A, 10, 5, 4 �  6, 3 
�  8, 6, 5 �  K, 10, 4, 4 

�  A, K, 7, 6, 3, 2 
�  A, J, 9, 4 

�  Q, 7 
�  9 

 
On this misfit, north-south bid to what is best 

described as an optimistic 6NT played by north.  As 
the cards lie this is destined to make, double dummy 
at least: 6 spades, 2 hearts, 3 diamonds and a club.  
Declarer doesn’t know this however.  Is there any 
way he can be induced to go wrong? 

The defence started with a heart to the jack, queen 
and king, thus removing any worries that declarer 
may have had there.  After unblocking � Q, declarer 
plays a diamond to the queen and ace, and gives me 
my moment to either shine or end up with egg on my 
face.   

Unfortunately I chose the latter, finding a passive 
heart.  This gives declarer time to test the spades.  If 
they break he is home and dry.  If not, he can try the 
club finesse. 

Of course what I should have done was send a club 
though.  Then declarer has to decide whether or not 
to take the club finesse before he knows how the 
spades are behaving.  What he does will depend 
upon his table presence.  The finesse is better odds 
than a 3-3 spade break initially but by that stage he 
has some idea of how the hand is shaping up.  He 
may have got it right, but he should have been put to 
the test. 

 

Sunday saw little improvement in our fortunes, 
though  one  bizarre  bidding  sequence  saw  even 
experienced  TD  Steve  Brown  digging  out  the 
rulebook to find out what to do.  This was the 
sequence: 

 East South West North 
 1�  3�  double pass  
 double 

One for all your budding TDs out there!  What 
happens when both opponents try to double the same 
contract?  Well, (a) east has to replace the double 
with a pass card.  (b) West is silenced for the rest of 
the auction.  (c) If west is on lead initially then there 
are lead penalties.  Declarer can name a suit which 
can’t be lead until such time as she has lost the lead! 

� ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �   

UK Games Expo 
A few weeks ago I went to the UK Games Expo in 

Birmingham.  This was held at a conference facility 
in central Birmingham and was full of various types 
of gamers.  The idea was to open it up to the public 
and hopefully get people to come along and play 
games of all types, board 
games, card games, role 
playing games, computer 
games  etc.   It  worked 
well. The place was full 
all weekend and a lot of 
the  public  came  along 
and tried out new games, 
and hopefully will  play 
more. 

One  thing  that  was 
noticeable by its absence, 
or at least noticeable by 
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me, was a lack of a bridge section.  I wonder if this is 
the sort of thing that the bridge community should go 
along to in the future with a view to getting some 
new players into the game?  Worth a try perhaps. 

Anyone interested in  the event will  find more 
details at: http://www.ukgamesexpo.co.uk/ 

� ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �   

THE DIRECTOR 
RULES 
by Jimmy Ledger 

 
On a recent visit to Thailand I wondered if there 

were any bridge clubs in the area that I was visiting.  
I came across an impressive site for Pattaya Bridge 
Club who play 3 times a week getting about 7 tables  

One of the pages was on Local Rules – they play 
under the American Contract Bridge Rules ( ACBL) 
which is similar to the EBU. 

The website was written by the director who seems 
to run the club.  Some extracts: 

1.  The  club  operates  a  zero  tolerance  on 
unacceptable behaviour.  Angry gestures, badgering, 
rudeness, insinuation, intimidation, profanity, threats 
or violence, negative comments about any bidding or 
play, gloating over results, constant and gratuitous 
lessons, analysis at the table and arguing with the 
directors ruling will NOT be tolerated  

2. PLAYERS WHO BREAK THE RULES WILL 
BE SUMMARILY DISPATCHED.  

3. Outright psyches are not allowed.  

4. Revokes – If anyone at the table suspects that 
there  has  been  a  revoke  then  they  should  ask 
immediately so that the problem is solved.  

It is up to you what to do when the opposition 
revokes and its not spotted.  If you call the director I 
wouldn’t bother if the revoke is easily rectified. 

Law 61B says that  one defender may not  ask 
partner if he has revoked.  This is nonsense in my 
view and most certainly will NOT be applied at this 
club.  It is up to you – is winning that important?  

5. Count your cards  - You should count your 

cards before looking at them.  If you are into the 
playing stage and discover that you have the wrong 
number of cards then the board will be scrapped (and 
I have to sort out the mess).  Guilty parties will be 
given a ZERO score  

6.  Alerts  –  The  laws  keep  changing and are 
virtually incomprehensible – We try to keep it simple 
so alert bids that are not standard.  It is polite to 
inform opponents if you are playing anything other 
than  Standard  American.   I  do  not  agree  with 
everything the ACBL say but this makes a lot of 
sense  

Natural  bids  that  convey  an  unexpected 
meaning must be alerted. 

Transfers – If  you play 2� /2�  as natural over 
partners 1NT then this is a natural bid with an 
unexpected meaning (most would expect a transfer) 
and I believe it fits in with the above paragraph and 
needs alerting.  It is not in accordance with other 
ACBL rules  (so  they have got  themselves in  a 
muddle here).  

7. Insufficient bid   - We need to be less strict with 
these rules.  For example if partner opens 1�  and you 
respond 1�  but it transpires that there was a 1�  bid 
overcall that you did not notice then the offender will 
be able to change the bid to a negative double ( 
which means the same as 1�  ) without penalty.  This 
is not the standard rule but is simply common sense 
and will apply at our club. 

 8. Passed out boards – We want to play bridge so 
any board passed out from a dealt hand will be re-
dealt.  

9. Cards on Table – During the play, all players 
should place the cards played down in the correct 
orientation.  If there is a dispute and I am called, I 
will be on the side of the player who still has his 
cards laid out correctly in front of him.  

10. Hesitation – We all need time to think (some 
more that others). If you think for a long time and 
pass that is fine . Partner is not banned from biding 
but if he makes a dodgy bid I will adjust the score 
accordingly.  

Unfortunately I was not in that area so was not able 
to attend  
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Trophy Winners 
Congratulations to this year’s trophy winners: 

Masterpoint Championship: John Sansom 

Non Expert Championship: Tim Keates 

Phillipps Qualifiers: Mike Theelke & Paul Hooker  

Phillipps Final:  Mike 
Orriel & Ross Garratt 

Finalists (Rubber 
Bridge): Carol Timmis 

& Anthony Watt 

Pease Cup for Rubber Bridge: John & James Dow 

Chairman’s Trophy: Rosemary & Bruce Carter 

Richard Lewis Trophy: Pauline Griffiths & 
Maureen Riley 

Irene Allen Trophy for the Non Expert Pairs: 
Mike Smith and David Cope 

Standish Cup for the Mixed Pairs: Pam Pearce & 
John Sansom 

Pemberton Cup for the Ladies 
Pairs: Georgina Lineker & 

Joyce Skelton 

Spreckley Cup for the Men’s 
Pairs: Richard Jephcott & John 

Sansom 

Veteran Pairs the Abbey cup: Jessie Newton & 
John Turner 

Turner Trophy for the Seniors Pairs: Richard 
Jephcott & John Sansom 

Pairs Ladder: 
Richard Jephcott & 

John Sansom 

Championship 
Pairs: Richard 

Jephcott & John 
Sansom 

Club Championship Pairs: David Banks & Brian 
Nightingale 

WICKO  - Stourbridge - Angela Cowdry, Linda 
Wright, Barry Brice, David Horton 

Healey Cup: Georgina & Ian Lineker, David Banks, 
Brian Nightingale 

Ron Allen Cup:  Bewdley – Carol & Brian Varley, 
Brian Tonks, Carol Timmis, Myra Hunter, Anne 

Freeston, Liliane Wright, Wendy Packwood 

Bill Dalman Trophy for 
the Mixed Teams: 

Maureen Hannah, Susan 
Sharp, David Thomas, 

Jimmy Ledger  

Championship Teams: Joyce Skelton, Arthur 
Williams, Mike Theelke, Stewart Fishburne, Paul 

Hooker 

� ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �   

Training Sessions 
WCBA  has  been  sponsoring  some 

teaching/training  sessions  throughout  the  county 
which have been running at various clubs. So far 
sessions have been run at Evesham BC (including 
members  from  Pershore  and  Eckington);  at 
Ridgeway BC and at Droitwich (including members 
from  Malvern  BC)  and  over  100  players  have 
attended so far. Follow-up sessions are also being 
arranged at Droitwich and Ridgeway. 

The events are aimed at intermediate players who 
wish to improve their game. The format usually 
involves the introduction of a topic followed by a 
number  of  set  hands  which  test  the  students 
understanding of what has been discussed. In the 
case of a full day seminar, a sandwich lunch is 
followed by a session of supervised play with top 
county players on hand to help with the problems 
that crop up. 

If your club is interested in a similar event then 
please contact a member of WCBA committee or Ian 
Thompson or Mike Theelke who have been running 
the sessions and will tailor the event to meet your 
needs.  

� ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �   
In  the  Ross-on-Wye  Swiss  Teams,  Suzanne 

Griffin was part of the team that came 4th=.  Alan 
Boyes and Mel Downing were 2 points behind in 
8th= place. 
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Bewdley Bridge Club 
www.bewdleybridgeclub.co.uk 

 
Bewdley Bridge Club held its AGM on 2nd July.  

All the members of the Committee were re-elected, 
viz:  

�� Andrew Gilmour - Chairman  
�� Stanley Tweedale - Secretary  
�� John Neale - Treasurer  
�� Carol Varley  
 

The trophies in respect of the year ended 31st 
March 2008 were awarded, as follows:  

�� Handicap Trophy - Sylvia Briggs & Tony Watt  
�� Walton Cup - Liliane Wright & Nigel Oldnall  
�� Individual Cup - Carol Gilmour  
�� Club Shield - Carol & Andrew Gilmour  

The Remembrance Trophy, awarded to the winners 
of the competition held on the evening of the AGM, 
was won by Anne Freestone & Myra Hunter. 

� ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �   

Pershore Bridge Club 
www.pershorebridge.co.uk 

 
Ross Whyard & Doug Stainton won the most 

improved pair  award from John Rosier & Clive 
Hughes and Beryl Osborne & Tim Vivian. 

Doug Stainton would have won the most improved 
player award but for the fact that he can’t win both 
titles.  Instead that went to John Rosier from Tim 
Vivian. 

Lyndsey and Howard Parsons won the Michael 
Farey trophy.  The Club Championship pairs was 
won by Alan Boyes and Mel Downing. 

The Weir trophy was won by Louie Kennedy, 
Martin Rees, Alan Boyes & Mel Downing. 

� ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �   
In the recent Riviera Congress: Chris Enticknap 

and Barry Sayers finished 10th in the Swiss Pairs and 
were the top non expert pair. 

Apologies if I’ve missed anyone’s results in this 
issue.  Please let me know of any achievements for 
the next issue. 

WICKO 
(Worcestershire Inter-

Club Knock Out) 
Why don’t you form a team-of-four with up to five 

other members of your club (total of six though only 
four  can play in  any one match)  and enter  the 
WICKO next season.  There is no requirement to be 
a member of the EBU, and indeed non members are 
welcome.   

The entry criteria are that you are a member of the 
club that you are representing and that your EBU 
ranking, if you have one, is below that of Regional 
Master.   Please check with  your  Club Secretary 
before applying.  The one-time entry fee is only 
£6.00 per team.   

For more details contact Susan Sharp �  01299 
271099 or �  susan@eaglelane.co.uk 

� ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �   

Charity Knock out 
Rubber Bridge 

Competition 2008-9 
Open to  all  players  of  any standard  including 

beginners, no need to be an EBU member.  The 
competition will run from September 08 to May 09 
and there will be approximately one match every 5 
weeks to be played in participant’s homes. 

Open to players from all over the West Midlands 
but entries will be zoned to minimise travel.   

A light hearted competition to provide enjoyable 
evenings of bridge.  Enter with somebody you do not 
normally play with, your spouse, or practice with a 
new partner (you can't consult notes during the match 
however). 

Contact  Susan Sharp  �  01299 271099 or  �  
susan@eaglelane.co.uk  for an entry form or more 
information.  All we need is first names, last names, 
addresses and 'phone numbers.   Closing date for 
entries Friday 29th August 

The  beneficiary  is  St.  Richard's  Hospice, 
Worcester.  £8.00 per pair is suggested but less will 
be most acceptable.  
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3rd Shakespeare Teams 
This event was run as usual by Stratford Bridge 

club at the end of July.  Nearby clubs are invited to 
send one or more teams of four to compete.  A 
number of Worcestershire teams took part, and ran 
the eventual winners and 2007 defending champions 
Arden close.   

Second was the Pershore team of Martin Rees, 
Louie  Kennedy,  Alan  Boyes  &  Mel  Downing 
(below).  Close behind in 3rd= was the Evesham team 
of  Dr  David  Sheerin,  Ronnie  Moore,  Veronica 
Enticknap & Mark Stretch. 

 
� ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �   

The Irene Allen Non-
Expert Swiss Pairs – 

Saturday 11th October  
For players below the rank of Regional Master, 

also open to non EBU members.  This event is 
suitable (and recommended) for less experienced 
players.  

Held at the Stourbridge Institute.   

Enquiries  to  Alan Reid �� 07976 426868 �  
alan@amber42.fsnet.co.uk  

� ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �  � ��  �  �   
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: We are grateful to 

Parkinson Wright , Solicitors of Droitwich, 
Evesham and Worcester �  01905 726 789 for the 
production of this Worcestershire Bridge News 
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WCBA 60th Birthday 
As you may be aware the WCBA is 60 this year, 

and 21 July saw the birthday party for the County: 


